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Abstract

This academic article will demonstrate the phenomenon of language
contact in Thai society. Currently, the economic city populations worldwide
engage with multiple languages. The interplay between these languages in daily
interactions leads to language phenomena such as code-switching and code-
mixing—various factors, including war, immigration, politics, trade, and social
factors each period drive language contact. In Thai society, language contact
might have appeared since the Sukhothai, Ayutthaya periods continuing to the
present time. Historical evidence indicates a pattern of foreign language
integration into Thai and the foreign language acquisition. Presently, Thais
exhibit multilingual tendencies that these languages have influenced each
other such as the Bangkok language and regional languages and foreign
languages. Language contact causes changes in the Thai language similar to all
living languages worldwide having been changed.
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Foreign communities
in Ayutthaya

“This city, by reason of its great traffick, is frequented by several
Nations, as the Indians, the more western Asiaticks, Europeans],
Moors, and Christian Merchants.”

Joost Schouten, 1636

When the Dutch arrived in Siam. they found that Ayutthaya served as
a haven for many foreigners who lived and traded in the city. These
I:],CJ“”M C”m'_fse Japanese, Malays, Javanese, Persians, Indians and
Portu I various occupations and vocations. There were traders,
umber ’)“::’:”I")::lr(n\fina”es artisans and missionaries among
lassified as “ rl‘,‘1|. who h ]I'":_'")“'L‘ Dutch encountered people they
as the Mon f‘/|';'~~'trv\1dt(p »)-hf”cd as rMuqee§ or were war captives
located land by the . y % Ir,.?(r,\rmg)n nations in Ayutthaya we
3aan H R ! which to live, as separate communities
> dn "'l'd'li[.“h—’

llanda wac

AW 3 0858 il09YIAIYIEYIY 1IN NI
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frequented by several Nations, as the Indians, the more western Asiaticks,
European(s), Moors, and Christian Merchants.” (1ioquusil Lﬂﬁlwaﬁﬂ’l’iﬁ]’i’lﬂ]i(ﬂ’m
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