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Abstract

This research aimed 1) to study components and structures of Thai food
naming for Hakka Chinese food in Thai among Thais of Hakka Chinese descent in
Betong District, Yala Province, and 2) to synthesize the cultural identity of food
of Thai-Hakka descent in Betong District, Yala Province. The qualitative research
method was used in this study in analyzing data in terms of content analysis used in
focus group discussions and in—-depth interviews.This research was conducted in the
main study area of 2 villages, namely Village No. 1, Ban Jaropatai, and Village No.
2, Ban Nam Ron in Tanoh Maeroh Subdistrict, Betong District, Yala Province. The
data was collected from the main population of 20 people selected from two main
sample groups: 1) a group of representatives of network partners, and 2) a group of

representatives of Thai Chinese Hakka people.
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The results of the research showed that 1) the composition and structure of
the naming of Hakka Chinese food among Thais of Hakka Chinese descent, Betong
District, Yala Province, consists of six components: 1 food ingredient, 2 cooking
methods, 3 food characteristics, 4 types of food, 5 ethnicities, 6 containers. In addition,
there are 27 different naming structures and the most used structure is food
ingredients + cooking methods + food ingredients. 2) The food cultural identity of Thai
Chinese Hakka people in Betong District, Yala Province, could be divided into 2 types:
1) Local food identity. It was found that food displayed the identity of Hakka-Betong
Chinese including Hakka meatballs, liquor-boiled chicken, pork in red soup, papaya
meatballs, Kao Yok Moi Choi (steamed pork belly), and stuffed tofu. In addition, it
was found that there was mention of sweet food menus such as grass jelly and Chinese
steamed dumplings, and 2) the identity of food used in rituals such as performing
a traditional ceremony to worship the gods of the garden, and worshiping ancestors.
Important food identity must be presented on ancestor worship day every year. There
must be an offering, namely a pig, a whole goat, five types of fruit, and sweets, with the
belief that the cooked grilled pork must be golden to represent the symbol of gold. The
goat must be white to represent the symbol of money used to pay homage to ancestors.
There must be five types of fruit because it was believed that the number five would
be auspicious. This project fosters pride in Thai-Hakka Chinese people, helps them
recognize and cherish their own local wisdom. The public in Betong District, Yala
Province, can also gain much more knowledge and understand cultural and culinary

identities of this Chinese group of people.

Keywords; Cultural identity, Betong Hakka, Hakka food.
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