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Language Attitude and Language Choice of

Thai - Chinese in Betong District, Yala Province
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" Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus, Thailand

Abstract

The goal of this research is to investigate Thai-Chinese people’s attitudes
about standard Thai, Mandarin, and Chinese dialects, as well as language choice in
formal and informal contexts, in Betong District, Yala Province. This quantitative
research used an online questionnaire as a research instrument. The samples were
gathered using purposive sampling, with a total of 60 samples separated into three
age groups: young-aged (15-25 years old), middle-aged (30-50 years old), and
old-aged (60-75 years old), with 20 participants in each group. The mean and
percentage were used to analyze the data.

According to the findings, the old-aged group has a more positive attitude
towards Mandarin than the other two age groups. The middle-aged and young-age
groups had more positive attitudes towards standard Thai. The comparison of the
language attitudes of the three age groups showed that the old—-aged group’s positive
attitudes towards Mandarin and Chinese dialects were higher than those of the
middle-aged group and the young-aged group. The middle-aged group had a more

positive attitude regarding standard Thai than the other two groups.
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According to percentage analysis of language choice, the three age groups
did not choose only one language based on linguistic domains. The old-aged group
preferred Chinese dialect, or a language blended with Chinese dialect in informal
domains of language, while standard Thai was chosen by the middle-aged and young-
age groups. In terms of formal domain languages, the elderly chose Mandarin for
education and standard Thai for work. In both circles, the middle-aged group chose
standard Thai. In the school domain, the young-age group chose standard Thai,
whereas in the work domain, they chose Mandarin. Language attitudes influenced
language selection. The middle-aged group, for example, had the most positive
attitude towards standard Thai. As a result, this group chose standard Thai more than
other groups. Furthermore, it was determined that the Chinese dialect is undergoing
linguistic change because the Chinese dialect was not chosen by the young-age group

in both official and informal domains.

Keywords; Language Attitude, Language Choice, Thai — Chinese, Betong District,

Yala Province
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