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Isan Murals along the Mekong:
Buddhist Art Learning for Understanding Buddhist
Thought, Morality, Ethics and Community Life

Pisit Kobbun
Faculty of Liberal Arts
Ubon Ratchathani University, Thailand

Abstract

This research article aims to study Isan Murals along the Mekong as
a Buddhist Art Learning that can be used and adapted as a tool to the study of
Buddhadhamma, Morality, Ethics, and Community Life. The study areas are
Tungsimuang temple in Ubon Ratchathani province, Huaweangrangsi temple,
Buddhasima temple, and Phokam temple in Nakhonphanom province, and Latthigawan
temple and Phrasimahaphoe temple in Mukdahan province. All temples are located
along the Mekong which shows the relationship between the area and the content.

The study found that the Isan murals painting along the Mekong mentioned
above have an interesting feature in terms of 1) mechanics; combination of central
art and local art harmoniously and perfectly as well as creation with simplicity for
a straight communication to people, 2) combination of Buddhist content and community
life in order to reveal the concept of social ways of life based on Buddhist teachings
that can be obviously seen from the using of ways to communicate the meaning of the
2 contents Buddhism and Community life that considers the same range, and 3) the
Isan murals along the Mekong are highly valuable for using as a tool in teaching about
Buddhadhamma, Morality and, Ethics as well as teaching about the way of Human

World, and Community Life.
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The conceptual conclusion of this research article is “The Unity of Diversity
and Integration”. It is the essence of the beauty of Isan murals painting along the
Mekong. The Isan murals painting combine both “form” and “content” harmoniously.
The reason is to present the way of the Dharma and the way of Human World. This
research can be used and adapted for general teaching, Tourism, Cultural Heritage
Preservation, and wisdom.

Keywords: Isan Murals, the Mekong, Buddhadhamma, Morality, Ethics, Community
Life
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