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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to analyze the grammatical functions
and semantic aspects of the word /Khi./ and to study grammaticalization of the
word /Khi./ in Thai by using Functional-Typological Grammar framework. 840
Occurrences of the word /Khi./ were retrieved from the thai national corpus (TNC).
The study found the grammatical functions of the word /Khi./ are realized by five
roles as noun, verb, class term, adjective, and stative verb. The meanings reveal that
the word /Khi./ has 5 meanings: (1) Waste that is excreted through the anus of
people and animals, (2) Transfusion of the human and animal rectum, (3) Dirt or the
bad things that are excreted from things, (4) Characteristics that are not very good,
(5) symptoms often showing bad things. The grammaticalized /Khi./ would have 4
characteristics: (1) obligatorification, (2) reanalysis, (3) decategorization, and (4)
metaphorical extension.

Keywords: The Word /Khi:/ in Thai, Grammaticalization, Functions of the Word,

Functional-Typological Grammar
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