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Lao Surnames in Vientiane: Word Meaning

Rattana Chanthao' and Kanyarat Unthanon”
* Department of Thai
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"* Khon Kaen Universtty, Thailand

Abstract

This article aims to find the word feature and meaning of Lao surnames.
This research is a linguistic qualitative research in linguistics. The research data are
the surnames of Laotians living in Vientiane Capital. The sampling of the surnames
uses convenient method by asking the Laos natives to write their surnames, kin, and
friends living in Vientiane consisting of 1,500 people. By excluding the redundant
surnames, there were 1,102 Lao surnames in total. The vocabulary in the surname
totally will be collected in order to classify the Laos’s surnames in word feature and
meaning. The research findings were explained by descriptive analysis method and
giving the example.

The research found that 22 words by frequency appear in more than 20
surnames. They were divided into 3 categories; the highest level consists of 5
words; 99 (Wong), t2 (Chai), 9U (Chan), 619 (Word), «no (Kaew). In
particularly, the word 99 (Wong) appears in 251 surnames, equivalent to 22.7
percent of all surnames. The high level consists of 6 words and the medium level
consists of 13 words. In terms of meaning, identity was found that the surnames of
Lao people have the most meanings about the valuable items, victory, and family line,
respectively. The next research should be conducted to analyze the surnames of Laos
who have different ethnicity.

Keywords: Naming, Surname, Family Name, Laotian Language, Language Identity
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