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Abstract

The goal of this article was to study Laos - China political relationships under
the tribute system of Lan Xang period from 1353 to 1779. The historical approach
was used, studying documents from the Ming Shi-lu, Qing Shi-lu, documents from
the Thai Archives, Laos annals, and documents from foreign travelers. The study
found that Laos - China political relationships under the tribute system of Lan Xang
period from 1353 to 1779 appeared after Yunnan was included as part of China,
resulting in the border between Laos - China. From Laos and Chinese documents, it
was found that Laos was a tributary state of China, like other countries in Southeast
Asia. LuangPrabang is the main city to send tribute to China, using a land route through
Yunnan to Beijing. The factors of Laos — China political relationships inthis period are
as follows: 1) Continuousgeographic space, 2) The concept of Zhongguo to control
and rule the native of Laos, and 3) Policy on the tribute.

Keywords: Political Relationships, Laos, China, Tribute, Laos’s Documents
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