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Happiness in Thai Society, the 1950s - the mid-1960s

Jarukit Chiangjan

Department of History, Faculty of Humanities

Chiang Mai University, Thailand

Abstract

This is an academic article on Happiness in Thai society during the
1950s- the mid-1960s, an era of development and the Cold war in Thailand,
“Happiness” was in reputation as a crucial agenda of the nation and was also
a significant part of changing socio-economic and culture. In the meanwhile,
“Happiness” was more complicated and diverse because of state and people roles
in the production of its meaning - either of its value was conformable or different
depending on their experience. The purpose of this article is to understand “Happiness”
in an historical context, especially History of Emotion as a method. In consequence
of this conditional phenomenal has brought “Happiness” sophisticated in various
parts of the society. Thus, this article will discuss (1) the concept of “Happiness” in
the context of the Cold War under United States and International actors domination,
(2) the focus of the essential meaning from Thai Influencers, (3) some examples
of people acknowledgment and understanding about it, and (4) some debates of the
state’s approaches.

Keywords: Happiness, Thai Society, Developmental Era, History of Emotion
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