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Abstract

This article is a thesis partial fulfillment of Doctor of Philosophy, Department
of Thai, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Mahasarakham University with
its objective to present the findings of the study of political issues responsible for
travel in the travel-related Thai literature from Ayutthaya Period to King Rama 5 of
Rattanakosin Period. Nirat Poetry, a type of travel literature and travel archives have
been investigated finding that traveling for political benefits concerns 4 major purposes
of international diplomacy, battles and wars, exploration of natural resources of the
kingdom, and visit to the western colonists and the colonies. The aforementioned
purposes demonstrate the need to protect the interests of the kingdom and the state
in each period, encouraging travel of the royal court to support international political
relations, to maintain the sovereignty and the expansion of the kingdom territory, to
explore and preserve government resources in areas under the state sovereignty, as
well as to prepare for and prevent Western colonialism during the reigns of King Rama

4 and King Rama 5 of Rattanakosin Period.

Keywords ; travel, politics, travel-Related Thai literature
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d2% Borm (2004) (89n1iMsHe Ussanuiny, 2556 : 166) wiueNan
Fussell 1581alald@71 “travel book” lummnaumsnafitidu “travel writing”
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