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Ritual of Birth and death of Thai Buddhists in

Sai buri and Panara District, Pattani

Aree Tamkrong' and Aomchai Vongmonth®
'Department of Philosophy and Religion, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
“Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute of Cultural Studies

" Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus, Thailand

Abstract

This research aimed to study beliefs and rituals concerning birth and death
of the Thai Buddhists in Saiburi and Panare districts, Pattani province. Documentary
study and interview were used in collecting data. The interview subjects included the
Thai-Buddhists residents of Tungkla and Pan villages in Saiburi, and Don and Kuan
villages in Panare, Pattani who specialized and comprehended the process of birth and
death rituals. The findings were concluded as followed.

Birth ritual was grouped into 3 stages: pregnancy, delivery, and postpartum.
During pregnancy, the villagers primarily believed in supernatural power focusing on
safety of unborn child and its mother which covered careful living, easy childbearing,
and preparation for good health, and secure growing up of the infant.

Regarding delivery stage, the villagers directed their attention toward
harmless childbirth, life, health, and progression of the baby. They asked for moral
support from supernatural power and the intimate. Placenta of the infant was placed
great importance on and well buried in order to express their gratitude for it.

Like other regions of Thailand, the villagers in this area believed that after
giving birth, mothers had to recover and remain in good health for raising their baby.

Natural power and moral support from their loving ones were, therefore, crucial
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in encouraging and healing the mothers. The gather of relatives and neighbors for
postpartum rituals also indicated their harmony.

Death ritual was divided into 3 periods: dying, funeral, and after cremation.
Owing to the villagers’ beliefs in dreams, premonitions, and religious influences,
they, therefore, performed rituals that would extend a person’s life. During funeral,
they hold their beliefs on prohibitions during body placement; body preparation; food
offered to the body; ways to move the body; cremation; relationship between the
body and relatives; food provided to guests of the funeral; the presence of the sick at
the funeral; personal objects of the body; body biding; chanting prayers; ordaining
in front of the coffin and during cremation; accepting Pangsukula cloth; throwing
of wrapped coins; placing wood flowers for cremation; and the connection with the
undertaker. After cremation, as the villagers’ beliefs involved religion, health and
safety, the rituals performed included collecting the bones and recreating the shape of
the body; keeping the bones, and making merit for the dead body, and the bones for

happy living in the new Bhava.

Keywords; Ritual, Birth, Death
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