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Champasak: The Dynamic Culture of Buddhism
and Ethnic Interaction (BC Decade 2250-2450)

Kiattisak Bangperng
Department of Philosophy and Religion, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Mahasarakham University, Thailand

Abstract.

This article aimed to discuss the expansion of the influence of Lao Buddhist
culture in Champasak formed a Buddhist state (decade 2250-2450) . It has affected
to dominate indigenous (Kha) belief and culture and has created the interaction between
ethnic groups. On one side, it results in the hierachy of cultural sturcture between
Lao-Kha according to savage-civilization system. On the other Side, in the colonial
power, Buddhism culture, combined With local beliefs, has been used as a strategy
for creating local power to resist the press and integration into the colonail system.
These have reflected that local Theravada Buddhism culture (Laos) has a dynamic
appearance for both dominance and creating cultural interaction in ethnic groups at

the same time.
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