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A Comparative Study of Visuddhimagga and
Vimuttimagga Scripture According to the

Literary Criticism

Sayam Ratchawat
Department of Philosophy and Religion, Faculty of Humanities
Chiang Mai University, Thailand

Abstact

Visuddhimagga written by Buddhaghosa belongs to Mahavihara school, and
Vimuttimagga authored by Arahanta Upatissa belongs to Abhayagirivihara school.
Both of them were categorized as the best special texts to the Tipitaka. The results of
a comparative study on the context of literary criticism are as follows. (1) On the
structure, both of them have been designed the subject-matter following the Threefold
Training, i.e., morality meditation and wisdom, explaining them in group. (2) Writingstyles
are mixed between prose and poetry. (3) On the method of explanation, both of them
do the same method such as question and answer method, analogy method, but they
do different way on the leading articles. Visuddhimagga explains with more details
citing data from various sources and interprets the meaning according to 7 visuddhis
and 16 nana while Vimuttimagga gives shorter explanation without reference and
justification. (4) On the Pali literary work valuation, both of them explore the value of
Sri Lankan Buddhist history, principles of Buddha’s teachings and religious language
(5) As the influenced texts towards Buddhist study, both of them are manuals for
practice meditation, and especially Visuddhimagga has been counted as a great treatise in

the ecclesiastical curriculum of Thai Sangha from the former time till the present time.

Keywords; Visuddhimagga , Vimuttimagga , Literary Criticism
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