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Abstract

This research aimed to study the content and language used in the songs
that narrate stories, events, and the thoughts and feelings of Thai people toward their
“Father,” His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;j. It used a content analysis method
to analyze 89 songs publicly released between September 2016 and February 2017.
The frameworks of this study were the King with Thai society and Language and
literature and in Thai society.

The result of the study revealed that the content of the songs comprised two
aspects: talking about Thai people and talking about the King or “Father.” Regarding
the content on Thai people, the songs represented the love, devotion, and esteem of
the people for the late King, their grief for his death, and their commitment to doing
good deeds in tribute to him. Among them, the love, devotion, and esteem of the
people for the late King were found most often. As for content on the King, the songs
described His Majesty’s conduct and multifarious duties, the date of his death, and
his royal guidance. The content that was found most often was His Majesty’s conduct
and multifarious duties. A reflection of the songs covered four aspects: beliefs,
livelihoods, deep spiritual connections with the King, and conflicts among Thai people.
The reflection that was found most often was beliefs. With regard to the analysis of

language use, it was found that the song titles implemented three techniques: comparison,
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attention-drawing and pertinence. All of these techniques were used with the same
frequency. The lyrics were outstanding in terms of both words and meanings. Rhyming,
synonymous compounds, the word “father,” royal words, and diction were used at the
word level. At the sentence and text levels, the techniques used were reduplication and
figures of speech (e.g., metaphor, simile, personification, and hyperbole ). These made
the songs melodious and graceful in terms of voice and meaning and allowed them to
completely convey stories, events, and the thoughts and feelings of Thai people toward
their “Father.” The songs made their audience aware of devotion, the commemoration
of the royal grace, grief, sadness, and the great loss of the “Father,” His Majesty the

King Bhumibol, who lives in Thai people’s hearts eternally.

Keywords; Language, Songs, Father : King Rama IX
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