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“GIRI” (duty) and “NINJO” (feeling):
Obligation and Desire in Japanese

Literature of the Feudal Era

Suparerk Chairat
Department of Eastern Language and Literature, Faculty of Liberal Arts,

Ubon Ratchathani University

Abstract

This research article is intended to be an analytical study on the concept of
Z P [Giri] (duty) and A1 [Ninjo] (feeling, desire) in 4 Japanese literary works
of different periods, namely, [E#:] [Buaku], which is a 5 [KyOgen] play,

[ DOFEM] [Meidonohikyaku], [2%[E.0r] [Aikokushin] and [& 5 & 5O
72% ] [Kirakirahikaru].

The objective is to study the characters and concept of Giri and NinjO in
4 Japanese literary works that were popular from the Kamakura period (AD 1185-1333)
to the Showa period (AD 1926-1989). The hypothesis is that the concept of Giri
and Ninj0 is evident in diverse forms in the 4 works. The interpretation can be done in
diverse ways according to the roles and duties as well as relationships. Furthermore,
the concept is an important element in the creation of literature and is able to reflect
the society in each period.

From the study, it is found that social statuses and classes have influence on
the notion of Giri and NinjO as well as the importance given to the adherence to Giri and
Ninjo in different ways. The social statuses and classes being the factors determining
the roles and duties cause conflicts between Giri and NinjO. In the 4 literary works, the

elements of Giri and NinjO appear in diverse forms. There are Giri and NinjO towards
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boss and subordinate, one’s country, society, family, lover and oneself, which are in
accordance with the determining social statuses. The works reflect common human
behaviors with both Giri and NinjO intermingling inevitably that have been apparent
from the past to the present, the concept of Giri and Ninjo being much influenced by
Shinto beliefs. Moreover, these works can reflect and convey humans’ emotions and

their search for solutions interestingly.

Keywords; Giri , Ninjo, Feudal Era
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