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The Concept of Tathagatagarbha

in Ratnagotravibhaga™*

Laongdao Nonthasorn
Department of Sanskrit Studies, Faculty of Archaeology

Silpakorn University, Thailand

Abstract

This study aims at translating the Ratanagotravibhdga Mahayanottaratantrasastra
from Sanskrit text into Thai and studying the concept of the tathagatagarbha as revealed
in this scripture.

The study found that the Ratnagotravibhaga is scripture that collected the
Buddhist doctrines regarding tathdgatagarbha. The contents were excerpted from
sources approximately twenty Mahayana Buddhist scriptures. It is the Buddhist text
mostly described and especially concerned with the tathagatagarbha.

The tathagatagarbha means the dhammakaya which is encompassed with
the defilements. This exists within all living beings, and they will be able to achieve
it. They must practice mind to the glittering purity. In this scripture not only the word
tathagatagarbha has been used but there are also other various words which have been
used instead such as sattvadhatu, dharmadhatu, gotra and tathata. All living beings
have the tathdgatagarbha because within all beings there are the dhammakaya infiltrate
in themselves, having the tathatd (the truth) that is unchanging and having the

gotra in themselves. The enlightenment of dhammakaya has three conditions namely:

“Research article in partial fulfillment of requirements for doctor of philosophy (Sanskrit Studies),

Silpakorn University.
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1) A condition that the dhammakaya is encompassed with the defilements, which can
be called sattvadhdtu; 2) A partial condition although liberates from all defilements,
it still remains in the cycle of existences to help all living beings with compassion,
which can be called bodhisattva; 3) A condition liberates from all defilements and all
blessedness, which can be called tathagata. The dhammakaya attributes are exactness,

bliss, wholeness (uniformity), and purity.

Keywords; Tathagatagarbha, Dharmakaya, Ratnagotravibhaga
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