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Abstract

Heroes are the major component of social and historical activities. A number
of historical studies have investigated the roles and the significance of heroes in
historical events. This article aimed at studying how the Chinese government presents
the stories of heroes in the emperor system in the Junior High School’s Textbook and
how the state inserts national ideology through these heroes. The historical method
was employed. The Chinese history textbooks of junior high school were studied. The
study found that the Chinese history textbooks of junior high school presented 47
Chinese heroes: 46 males and 1 female. The heroes were divided into 7 groups: (1)
emperors, (2) scientists/technology innovators, (3) reform leaders/revolutionary
leaders /political leaders/riot leaders, (4) soldiers/government officials/protectors of
the nation, (5) the persons opening the nation to the outside world, (6) philosophers/
thinkers, and (7) others such as painters. From the total number of the heroes in
the textbooks, it was found that the emperors in the ancient Chinese history were
presented the most. The story of Qin Shi Huang was written with the most pages. Both
good sides and mistakes of Qin Shi Huang were presented. It emphasized the ruling
principles of the Qin Shi Huang. The ideology of national unity was also inserted in

the historical lessons.

Keywords; China, Heroes, Textbooks, National ideology, Historiography
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