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Chinese Names of Gold Shops Owned by
Chinese-Thais in Bangkok

Supatra Yothinsirikul
Department of Chinese, Faculty of Arts

University of Phayao

Abstract

This article is a study of the Chinese names of gold shops owned by
Chinese-Thais in Bangkok. The purpose of the study was to study the patterns and
language characteristics of the names as well as the information reflected by the
Chinese-named gold shops. The study was conducted with 260 gold shops using
qualitative and quantitative methods. Data were analysed and presented in the form
of descriptive analysis with supporting tables. The research found that:

This study of the Chinese names of gold shops owned by Chinese-Thais
in Bangkok was analysed in 2 areas including patterns and language characteristics.
The pattern mostly used was traditional Chinese characters in addition to using Kaishu
letters. Reading from right to left and using gold colouring was found to be the most
popular form of naming. Language characteristics consisted of components, number of
syllables, source of words, and meanings in naming. In terms of a single component,
most comprised a basic word indicating a last name and name only. In terms of mixed
components, most of them comprised a name, business indicator, and type of business
organization. Six syllables were popularly used. The source of Chinese names was only
from Chinese language. In terms of meaning, the shops typically used names with
auspicious meanings including wealthy, prosperity, richness, enduring, smoothness,

success and cooperation, respectively.
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Regarding the information reflected by the Chinese names of gold shops
owned by Chinese-Thais in Bangkok, the results revealed that Phra Nakhon District
was the district with the most number of shops. Tae and Lim family names were mostly
found, while the type of business was a shop (1T).

This study revealed that Chinese-named gold shops owned by Chinese-Thais
in Bangkok reflected a certain language, Chinese history and Chinese people, as well
as the names and systems of Chinese family names, belief in Feng Shui, gold business

and auspicious meanings.

Keywords; Chinese-named shop, Gold shop, Chinese culture, Chinese-Thais in

Bangkok
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