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An Analysis of the Assisted Reproductive Technology in
Buddhist Ethics”

Rattana Panyapa
Department of Philosophy and Religions, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat University

Abstract

The assisted reproductive technology has many hidden moral issues.
Therefore, the research on them was conducted in the perspective of Buddhist ethics
by the qualitative research method with 3 objectives: 1) to study ethical problems
in reproductive technology; 2) to analyze ethical issues in the reproductive
technology in accordance with Buddhist ethics; and 3) to analyze the judgment of
ethical dilemmas in the assisted reproductive technology according to Buddhist ethics.
The data was collected and analyzed by documentary research method. The research
findings were as follows: 1) Ethical problems found in all reproductive technology
include the destruction of embryos, the status of true parents, and the destruction of
human dignity. 2) Ethical issues in the assisted reproductive technology in Buddhist
ethics have three aspects: the identification of parental status of children born under
reproductive technology, the destruction of human dignity, and human trafficking,
which should be diagnosed according to Buddhist ethics. 3) The issue of ethical
issues in reproductive technology is twofold; (1) based on the main ethical judgment,
the intentional destruction of the embryo is a killing, and the Altruistic reproductive

technology is ethically acceptable; (2) based on the secondary ethical judgment, the

" This article is the part of research titled “Buddhist Ethics and the Assisted Reproductive Technology”, Its budget
was supported by Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat University in 2015.
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assisted reproductive technology that caused the self-criticism, unaccepted by the
enlightened persons and social members and harmed to the society is immoral. The
parental status of children born under assisted reproductive technology: the donor of
sperm and ovum is the parent of children born under the reproductive technology.
The commercial assisted reproductive technology treating human as the object or tool

is recognized as the human trafficking and human dignity destruction in Buddhist ethics.

Keywords; Buddhist ethics, Assisted reproductive technology
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