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Abstract

This research was conducted for the following objectives: 1) to study the
history, beliefs towards pagodas and Buddha images of auspicious-name temples,
2) to study the potential of temples as religious tourism destinations, and 3) to find
approaches to developing temples for religious tourism. The research combines
methods of quantitative research and qualitative research. The research areas comprised
nine auspicious—name temples in Chiang Mai which are Wat Loi Khro, Wat Dubphai,
Wat Duang Dee, Wat Sri Goed, Wat Chai Prakiat, Wat Muen Ngen Kong, Wat Muen
Lan, Wat Pharsat, and Wat Chiang mun. A sample group consisted of 400 tourists
using accidental sampling and 20 participants using purposive sampling. Research tools
which were a set of questionnaires, non-participant observation form, and standardized
interview form were used for data collection. Obtained data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics comprising percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The results

showed that 1) the pagodas and Buddha images of auspicious-name temples were
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old and had stories related to the origin of the name and also relevant to the history of
Chiang Mai, 2) the name of the temple, pagodas and Buddha images had auspicious
names and attracted tourist, including the ancient history, holiness, and beauty of
fine arts of Lanna, and 3) guidelines for tourism development of auspicious—name

temples should consider 1) conscience, 2) cleanliness, 3) comfort, 4) tranquility,

and 5) suitability.

Keywords; Development guidelines, Religious tourism, Auspicious-Name temples
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