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Color Terms in Northeastern Thai Dialect

Pikul Phuchomsri
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Amphor Mueang, Maha Sarakham Province, Thailand

Abstract

This article aims to investigate basic color terms and language devices used
to construct non-basic color terms in the local Thai-Isaan dialect (spoken in Northeast
Thailand), and to study the relationships between these color terms and the environment.
The study was conducted in Non Muang Village, Sila Sub-District, Meuang District,
Khon Kaen Province, which was chosen for its as a typical contemporary Isaan village.
The research used the concept of basic color terms described by Belin and Kay (1969).

The study found 12 basic color terms, including white, black, red, green,
yellow, dark blue, light blue, brown, purple, orange, pink, and grey. Seven language
devices were used in constructing non-basic color terms, including 1) mixing basic
color terms with modifiers describing the darkness or lightness of the color; 2) mixing
two different basic color terms; 3) mixing a basic color term with a non-basic color
term; 4) mixing two different basic color terms with a conjunction; 5) mixing a basic
color term with an original term; 6) using terms normally used to refer to local plants,
animals, or objects; and 7) using words from other languages.

Identifying relationships between the color terms and the environment
showed that construction of the majority of non-basic color terms was accomplished
through comparing the color with the color of various objects, for example, objects in

nature, plants, foods, animals, gems, and objects in daily life.

Keywords; Color terms, Basic color terms, Khon Kaen, Non-basic color terms,

Thai-Isaan language
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