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Thai Tones in the Reign of King Rama V and Now

Atika Akwareesakul', Yuttaporn Naksuk® and Qingging Shen®

**Department of Linguistics, Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia

1,2, 3

“Mahidol University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the phonetic characteristics of Thai
tones in the reign of King Rama V and to compare the phonetic characteristics of Thai
tones in the reign of King Rama V with the phonetic characteristics of Thai tones at
the present time. An audio recording of the speech from the reign of King Rama V is
collected from a gramophone record, and word list is selected from this audio record.
Then, we compare the phonetic characteristics of Thai tones in 2 periods by using the
same word list selected from an audio record.

The results show that the characteristics of Thai tones in the reign of King
Rama V are mid-level (mid tone), low-level (low tone), mid-falling (falling tone),
high-level (high tone), and low-rising (rising tone). Comparing with Thai tones
nowadays, it is found that falling tone and high tone have changed: falling tone is
changed from mid-falling to high-falling, and high tone is changed from high-level

to mid-rising.

Keywords ; Thai tones, Thai tones in the reign of King Rama V
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