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Abstract

This article aims to study the creation of Jataka tales
for teaching children morals by comparing them to
AtthakhathaJataka and study functions of its in today’s
Thai society by using elements of tales and functionalism
of folklore as a framework of the study. The study found
that Jataka tales for teaching children morals were created
by adapting AtthakhathaJataka into interesting fales as
well as cutting, changing, and adding elements in order
to make children understand the ideas easily. In addition,
these methods resulted in the change of writing style, plot,
themes, characters, setting, presentation methods, and
language use. However, the essence of Jataka tales, stories
of Bodhisattva and teachings of Buddha, still remains.
As for the functions of Jataka tales for teaching children
morals, they served as 1) resources for educating and
teaching children morals, 2) media for teaching ethics
in family, and 3) materials for practicing Thai reading skilsl.
These showed the existence and change of Jataka

in today’s Thai society.

Jataka tales teach children morale,
Keywords :

tales for children, creation, functions
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