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Abstract

Literary conventions serve to satisfy aesthetic needs and convey intellectual messages to individual
persons and society as a whole. Authors of literary works make use of aesthetic powers to inspire readers
and bring them to be critical of human issues. Since the concept of Nirvana is essential in Thai society,
it is interesting to study how the authors of early literature respond to problems about life and how the
concept of Nirvana is presented in their works.

According to the study, the concept of Nirvana is evident in early Thai literature, namely religious
literature, didactic literature, novels, even lullaby, in which the emphasis of lokuttara as moral standards
is remarkable. Human problems and their capacity to deal with afflictions and life caprice, as well as to
overcome their own passion, are depicted through Buddhist worldview. Intellectual perception of the true
nature of things, according to the three characteristics of existence (impermanence, incompleteness and
non-self), and detachment oneself from illusion are suggested ways to liberate a person from his or her
suffering. In short, Thai literature has been a source of wisdom with deeply philosophical implications,

from which ethical values can be used, by means of literary criticism, as moral support for modern people.

Keywords : Nirvana, Thai literature, lokuttara
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