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Abstract

The Isan language is a dialect of Northeastern region
of Thailand. There are about 21 million speakers but there
no Isan language lesson is provided in school. The lexicons
therefore easily lose especially in the cultural lexicons.
This paper is fo point out level of lexical loss of Isan food
lexemes. The 50 lexemes including food preparation and
cooking were the data collected from Thai - Northeast
dictionaries and from interviewing key Isan native speakers
who were experts at Isan food. These lexemes were used
to ask 300 teenagers who were 15-20 years old and lived
in the center of Khon Kaen city, Khon Kaen province.
The findings found that there were 14 lexemes which were
not in lexical loss phenomena while 36 lexemes were in
lexical loss. The level of lexical loss was divided into in &
levels; highest, high, moderate, low, lowest. The lexical
loss of ‘food preparation’ lexemes were in higher level
than the ‘cooking’ lexemes. In addition, the finding showed
that one lexeme in “food preparation’; Ad (dong’) which
is a verb was complete loss because all samplings did not

know this lexeme.

lexical loss, Isan dialect, food culture,

Keywords :
semantic field
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