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Abstract

Seven novels focusing on homosexuality, published between 1976 and
2004, were selected for this study: Thang Sai Thisam (1982), Sen Thang Thi
Wangplaw (2000), Pratu Thipittai (1976), Ngaw Phrachan (1981), Baimai Thi
Plitpliw (1988), Rupthong (1989) and Nang-ek (2003). The common question of
these novels is the right to have a different sexual orientation and the dignity of those
socially considered sexual deviants. The stories unfold both the protagonists and
the antagonists’ problems especially when they have to maintain their expected social
status to avoid being condemned. Their joy and miseries vary, depending on their
solutions of relative maturity, which, in turn, relate to their character or interaction
with others. The human value of these troubled characters often appears in their

feeling of guilt at inflicting pains on those close to them. Most of the characters
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in question still keep worthy relationship with others as well as a certain self-respect.
Although the lesbians in two of the novels under study are portrayed as antagonists
with behaviors conditioned by the way they were raised in the family, the selection
of their female victims’ narrative viewpoint reduces readers’ sympathy for the female
deviants. A close examination of the seven novels reveals that Thai society during
the last three decades in general did not accept homosexuals. As the authors apparently

still adhered to the established norms, the point they raised did not achieve its ends.
Keywords : novels on homosexuality, value
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