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Abstract

The purposes of this study was to examine idea for learning
German and German vocabulary learning strategies of Thai learners in
Southern Thailand and to study the differences in strategies used
between high school learners and university learners. The results of
this study would be used as basis for the improvement of German
teaching methods. The subjects of study consisted of 257 Thai
learners learning German in the first semester of the academic year
2007 in high schools and universities in the south of Thailand. A
questionnaire on German vocabulary learning strategies was used as
the research instrument. The findings of the study were as follows:

1. Both group of learners regarded teachers as their most

important source of German
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knowledge. When encountering problems, high school learners
preferred to consult Thai teachers while university learners liked to

discuss them with their classmates.

2. As for self-study, most of the learners reviewed their German
vocabulary 1 to3 times a week. Besides textbooks, high school
learners improved their vocabulary by hearing German songs while
most of the university learners used the internet as a source of

vocabulary improvement.

3. Among Oxford’s foreign language learning strategies” of
Oxford (1990), it was found that Cognitive strategies were the most
popular strategies shared by learners from both groups for learning
new words. Compensation strategies, however, was also frequently
employed by university learners. The study further revealed that to find
the meaning of new words and to use them bilingual dictionaries Thai-
German/German-Thai were used at a moderate level by both groups
while German-to —-German dictionaries were used at the less to the
least frequent level. For vocabulary memorization, both groups of
learners frequently used Cognitive strategies, Memory strategies and
Metacognitive strategies. Moreover, in using the vocabulary, Cognitive
strategies for using vocabulary were often employed by both groups of

learners.
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