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“Natural Born Killers” : The irony of postmodern film from The USA
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Abstract

This article analyses an American fiim, Natural Born Killers,
through social scientific and humanistic perspectives. The film has an
eccentric narration and is itself a sample of “postmodern film” current. It is
a criticism of mass media culture in the age of consumerism, claiming that
in the aforementioned age the media has created a specific kind of
audience, namely, an audience born out of constant daily consumption of
sexual and physical violence through mass media. Such consumption has
eventually caused an abnormality of American people. Along this line of
thought, the media itself usually deem an audience as passive receivers,
who synthesize received messages straightforwardly, yet have,

nonetheless, the capability to transmit the “message” received through the
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“media” to the world around themselves. An environment as such has
finally brought American people to the point of madness and an explosion
of the use of violence.

Natural Born Killers blames its main characters as “an audience”
who learn to use the violence through mass media and have become
killers themselves in the real world. | shall argue against such
representation on two main points: firstly, an audience is not passive
receivers, rather, they are relatively autonomous agents; secondly,
although the film aims to critique the violence presented through mass
media culture, it excessively - through itself - presents that same kind of
violence, which renders an ironic problem of how it is impossible for a

representation to escape from what it tries to reject.

Keywords: Cultural studies, Decoding/encoding, Natural Born Killers,

Postmodern film, The violence of mass media
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