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The Usage of the Jawi Alphabet System in Patani Malay:
A Challenge to Malay Society in Endangered Languages
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Abstract

A crisis accruing in a society where a mother tongue is used as a
key fool for communication is known as language loss of a mother tongue
or a minority language. Patani Malay is a dialect and mother tongue of
Melayu people in three provinces of the deep south of Thailand. Indeed,
various issues of this language have continuously been studied. This may
said that remaining feathers of the language have been recorded for
further study by young generations. Meanwhile, a development for Jawi
orthography system through Thai and Jawi alphabets was studied, so
there appeared to be the writing system for usage. However, an attempt to

create the writing system in Patani Malay is an initiation of realizing local
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language and culture maintenance and revival. This results in innovation
of Patani Malay writing system via Jawi alphabets although this system
appears in a little difference from Standard Malay. In addition, such an
attempt leads to a challenge of the Malay society towards either direct or
indirect acceptance of the system by relevant persons, and to building up

realization of preserving the societal identity.

Keywords: endangered languages, Jawi alphabets, Malay society, Malay

writing system, Patani Malay dialect
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