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Abstract

The purposes of this research were i) to explore the success of using integrated units
based on a research-based approach by assessing the learning outcomes of the under-
graduate French major students who enrolled in the Intermediate French I class and ii)
to survey the students’ opinions towards such instructional methods. The participants in
this study were the selected one group-class of the Intermediate French I. The participants
included eleven undergraduate students from the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Political Science.
The instruments were lesson plans based on a research-based approach, pre and post
attitude test, behavioral observation form, learning log and portfolio. The results indicated
that at the end of the course, every student attained an average score of 60 for the
criteria listed beforehand according to curriculum, had higher mean scores in the attitude
test towards research-based learning. The students also revealed that the training helped
them to have better learning behaviors and working skills and learn how to participate
in group work. The participants also viewed that the research-based learning was very
effective as it provided an opportunity for them to conduct independent research and
develop skills necessary for doing research, e.g. systematic thinking, reasoning, problem-

solving and cooperative working skills. It also helped improve their French language skills.
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