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Abstract

This research aims to search for the significance of rapists and rape victims in Thai
novels. It was found that raping of protagonists has been an important issue of Thai novels
since post- World War II period up to 2010’s. All the 18 novels within the scope of this study
convey the significance of raping by reflecting one or more social perceptions of rapists and
rape victims as follows: 1) Rapists have ill-will and rape victims become stigmatized; 2) Rapists
are criminals and rape victims are to blame for behavior that violate social norms; 3) Rapists
and / or rape victims need psychological therapy; 4) Rapists belong to an upper social class
while rape victims belong to a lower class; 5) Rapists and rape victims are worthless.

In their representations the novelists also encourage readers to reconsider sexual
stereotypical values by expressing opinions concerning rapists’ motivations and victims’ lives
after being raped. Their issues that challenge further contemplation include 1) psychological /
mental infirmity and disaster in the lives of rapists and rape victims; 2) emotional weakness of
rapists and rape victims and their regained self-determination; and 3) rapists’ social privileges
in contrast with rape victims’ self-assertion strengthened by their lovers’ morale support.

The novelists’ criticism of weaknesses and strengths in both rapists and victims is
a significant contribution towards a healthy society. In revealing both sides of human nature,
especially by suggesting that sometimes rape victims are passive manipulators or perpetrators
of the vicious circle, they have helped dismantle the society’s stereotypical views concerning
sexual harassment. It is the intention of the novelists to challenge sexual myths in Thai society
so that its members can free themselves from negative values based on dehumanization in
sexual relationship. In particular, these authors offer means for individuals to move beyond

the illusion about virginity, to appreciate self-worth, and to maintain integrity against all odds.

Keywords : rapists, rape victims, Thai novels, significance
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