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Abstract

This article is aimed to study metaphors of illnesses and
their functions in Khanthaviphangkinee Khamkap Pharmacopoeia,
Southern Thai Edition. All metaphors of illnesses were firstly
categorized, and then, analyzed in order to investigate their
functions with pragmatic perspective.

The metaphors found in Khanthaviphangkinee Khamkap
Pharmacopoeia were divided into 9 categories which were Human,
Animal, Plant, Material, Liquid, Direction, Food, Color, and Fire.
These metaphors are in the concrete source domain which is easy
to understand. They are used to convey concepts of illnesses which
are in the complicated or abstract target domain.

The metaphors of illnesses in Khanthaviphangkinee
Khamkap Pharmacopoeia have 2 functions which are ideational
function and textual function. The most significant function of these
metaphors is ideational function which is aimed to build a better
understanding of the concepts of illnesses by comparing them
with more comprehensible concepts which readers have known

and experienced before.
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Abstract

The objective of the study is to analyze the system and
categorization of terms for ghosts and the concept of ghosts
among Myanmar people by applying the folk taxonomy which
is one of the ethnosemantic approaches based on belief that
thoughts and worldviews were reflected through the language of its
speakers. However, this study is not aimed to find what ghost is. Five
Myanmar informants living in Bangkok were purposively selected and
interviewed. The results of the analysis show that there are 50 ghost
terms representing 46 types of ghosts. In terms of folk taxonomy,
the findings also show that all the ghost terms can be divided into
4 hierarchical classes: life form, generic, specific, and varietal
accounting for 4, 11, 4, and 21 terms respectively. As regards the
concept of ghosts, the study reveals that Myanmar people believe

that ghosts exist because there are terms and the rituals for them.
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study of the terminology and conceptual system of ghosts and spirits in Southeast Asian
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