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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the relationship
between modernism, gender, and sexuality in Fueng Nakorn
short stories by ‘Rong Wong-Savun and Puen Noom. It is found
that the short stories in Fueng Nakorn collection, which is one of
modernism phenomena, shows a paradox between avant-garde
writings of female authors who seek for freedom in expressing their
sexuality and their state of being trapped in patriarchal society. As
for male writers’ works, they reveal gender oppression of women,
especially those who are inferior in terms of class, status, and
race. Women had less dignity as well as value and were treated
unequally. Therefore, even though Thai society in the decade of 2510
B.E. changed dramatically and women seemed to have freedom of
expression and more opportunities in politics and economy, gender

disparity still remains in a more complex aspect.
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Mother, virgin, prostitute: these are the social
roles imposed on women. The characteristics of
(so-called) feminine sexuality derive from them: the
valorization of reproduction and nursing; faithfulness;
modesty, ignorance of and even lack of interest in
sexual pleasure; a passive acceptance of men’s
“activity”; seductiveness, in order to arouse the
consumers’ desire while offering herself as its
material support without getting pleasure herself... Neither
as mother nor as virgin nor as prostitute has woman any
right to her own pleasure. (Irigaray, 1985: 187)
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Men act and women appear. Men look at women.
Women watch themselves being looked at. This
determines not only most relations between men and
women but also the relation of men to themselves.

The surveyor of woman in herself is male: the surveyed
female. Thus she turns herself into an object — and most
particularly an object of vision: a sight. (John Berger, 1972
#1419 Momin Rahman, 2010 : 137)
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What remains the most completely prohibited to
woman, of course, is that she should express something
of her own sexual pleasure. This latter is supposed to

remain a “realm” of discourse, produced by men. For in
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fact feminine pleasure signifies the greatest threat of all

to masculine discourse, [..]. (Irigaray, 1985 : 157)
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Woman has functioned most often by far as what
is at stake in a transaction, usually rivalous, between two
men, her passage from father to husband included. She
has functioned as merchandise, a commodity passing from
one owner to another, from one consumer to another, a
possible currency of exchange between one and the other.

(Irigaray, 1985 : 157)
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