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Techniques and Structures to Signify Rapes in Thai Novels
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Abstract

The purpose of this article was to analyze the techniques
and structures that signify rapes in Thai novels. It was found that
the Thai novels in the era between the end of WW Il and 2007
have structures that demonstrate interesting attitudes toward rapes.
That is, all male writers in the scope of the research have as much
sympathy for the mistreated female protagonists as most female
writers do. On the other hand, the female writers of romances and
novels about homosexuality still follow the conventional representa-
tions of men and women that uphold patriarchy and heterosexual
relationships.

The major techniques that the writers use in constituting
the meanings of humanity are 1) symbols concerning four classical
elements as analogies for human natures, 2) forms of metaphors
that emphasize both the roles of men and women, and 3) linguistic
pragmatics that indicate the status of men and women. All these
techniques form the structures which illustrate that each human

being has both strengths and weaknesses hidden inside, that
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human nature is a combination of both male and female attributes.
Thus raping in the literary works significantly reflects that the
authors do not intend to attack only men or women. Instead, they
have a profound insight that sexuality reveals both life instinct and
death instinct, as found in aggressiveness in raping. The writers’
psychological analysis and use of semiology as well as decon-
structuralism imply a challenge to the illogical social values about
genders, identity politics, and some aspects of socio-economic

patterns that degrade human status.

Keywords : rapes, techniques and structures, Thai novel
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