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Abstract

This article aims to investigate family perspective in folktales
of Hmong in Lao PDR, or Lao Sung, by studying Lao translated
version of 22 Hmong folktales collected by Sor Wongpadjai
Lorbiayao and Kiyoki Yasui (2003). It was found that Hmong
folktales closely relate to lifestyle and society of Hmong people in
the past, especially in family aspects such as ancestor worship,
marriage, relationship in family members, and conflicts among family
members. In addition, it is noticeable that most of the conflicts,
as can be seen in siblings, man and woman, principal wife and
mistress, or stepmother and stepchild, are usually resulted from
and power relations and values of Hmong people. Family perspective
in Hmong folktales can be considered one of the distinct aspects
of Hmong people’s ethnic identity as it reflects the state of being
a member in the family.
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