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Abstract

This research is aimed 1) to study the personal factors
affecting the performance in combating illegal drugs of
Songkhla police officers, 2) to compare the performance
in drug suppression of police officers in Songkhla Province,
classified by personal factors, and 3) to study the factors
which affect the performance in drug suppression of police
officers in Songkhla Province.The datawas collected by
using a survey questionnaire. The samples of the study were
500 police officers in drug suppression unit in Songkhla
province. The sampleswere randomly selected from
a population of 2,511. Also, 10 police officers in drug
suppression unit in Songkhlawho were not in the sample
group were purposively selected to be interviewed.
The data were analyzed by 1) averages 2) standard
deviation 3) multiple regression coefficient value 4) t-test
5) f-test and 6) Scheffe’smethod.

The results from the questionnaire showed that,
as a whole, the aftitude towards the fact that the infernal
factors affected the performance in drug suppression
of police officers in Songkhla Provincewas at a high level.
In addition, it was found that there was a relationship
between the overall score of the factor regarding police
commanders and the performance in drugs suppression
of police officers in Songkhla. Concerning the subcategories
of this factor, the findings revealed that 3subcategories

relating to one another were personnel, equipment and
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materials, and management and legal factors in
the performance in drug suppression of police officers
in Songkhla.

In terms of the findings from the inferview, police
officers in drug suppression unit in Songkhla reflected that
police commanders played an important role in providing
their officers with moral support, motivation, sufficient
budget for necessary equipment and materials, and
constant training and self-improvement activities.
They also stated that the performance in drug suppression
of police officers was not as efficient as it should be since
the police had to be responsible to several duties.
In addition, locations alsoaffected the drug suppression
officials.Some areas weredifficult to access while some
other areaswereso open that offenders could immediately
escape before being arrested. Furthermore, at present,
drug traffickers in Songkhla have changed their tactics.
Hence, it is more difficult to capture the criminals and

collect evidence.

Factors affecting police performance,
Keywords :| combatting drugs, Songkhla police

officers
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