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Abstract

The purposes of this article were 1) to monitor the
population situation in Pattani under demographic
fransition stages in Thailand  2) to investigate the perspectives
of Thai Muslims in Pattani on marriage to start a family and
have children. The findings of the study showed that the
population structure in Pattani had been changed to aging
population structure, which correlated to the national level;
however, the total fertility rate was higher than replacement
level fertility. This is because the belief and view of Thai
Muslims is based on Islamic principles that encourage
Muslim people to start a family and have children.
Even though some Thai Muslims who were highly educated
remained single longer, they agreed that they had to get
married and have children in accordance with the religious
principles. As for the family pattems, it was found out that
there were more nuclear families than extended families,
and people lived near their family and relatives. In addition,
the result revealed that there was no difference between
people living in city and people living in the country
in that they believed they should get married and have
children rather than remain single. However, there was
difference in the aspect of having children. Unlike Thai
Muslims in the city, those living in the country did not have

a family planning, and were not concerned about
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pregnancy inferval, and the money needed for raising
their children. The city people also devoted their time
to take care of their children, provide education to their
children, and financially support them. Yet, both groups

did not restrict the number of children they could have.

Keywords : Thai Muslims Family, Demography

Transitions
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