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Abstract

This article aims to critique the way of thinking about sex and gender in the
doctrine of Theravada Buddhism, which stabilises discourses of gender truths by giving
males a higher status than other genders. This causes human dignity to be measured by
the deficiency of masculinity. The author uses the life of Bank, a kathoey undertaker,
as a case study to reflect on and question whether the sexual esteem of kathoeys in
Thai society can be examined by Buddhist doctrine. The concepts of Malabou (2011) on
"plasticity" and "transsubjectivation" are used as a framework for analysis. It is found that
the ontology of sexual/gender in Theravada Buddhism does not contribute to the
dissolution of male and female boundaries. On the contrary, Bank's gender
representation and practices in the space of an undertaker's work can blend femininity

and masculinity to create a new identity that is valuable and accepted by society.
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