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Abstract

This research aims to analyze pragmatics
meaning of the word “Ru thao mai thueng kan”
(be blind to a situation) in Thai using speech act
theory. Data are collected from online news
headlines containing “Ru thao mai thueng kan”
from January to December 2022, a total of 49
messages. The findings revealed that the word “Ru
thao mai thueng kan” on online news headlines
communicated 6 categories of speech acts; excuse,
giving information, confirmation, giving a confession,
apology, and request. “Ru thao mai thueng kan”
was used to communicate excuse speech act the
most, reflecting that a speaker intends to use “Ru
thao mai thueng kan” to make an excuse so that
the society shall forgive the speaker for a fault
that already took place, and expects “Ru thao
mai thueng kan” said to be used as mitigating
circumstances according to Thai Criminal Code
Section 78.
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