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Abstract

This study aims to investigate and
analyze the I-san female protagonists in the
romantic novels called Pla Ra SongKrueng
(1993) and Ra Chi Nee Mor Lam (2005). The
author aims to investigate the I-san female
protagonists’ presentation in the context of
localism by analyzing the connections of
the plots and the social context during the
period of time.

The results showed that the romantic
novels have created the strong I-san female
protagonists who struggled with the cultural
negotiation through the I-San identity
markers. Those female protagonists are
normally able to cook pickled fish and sing
Mor Lam, the traditional performing arts of
Northeastern Thailand, to demonstrate the
I-san identity in order to acquire the cultural
acceptance in the urban society which is
dominated by globalization.

This is consistent with the context
of Thai society in the 1987s to 1990s,
when |-san laborers migrated to the city.
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The crisis from the economic bubbles
increased the popularity of localism on
behalf of the foundation of capitalism.
This led to the creation of |-San female
protagonists who adapted the uniqueness
of culture to promote |-san identity, with
the belief that they will be able to negotiate

with globalization until being accepted to be
a part of the urban society.

l-san female protagonists,
Keywords:| Romantic novel, Social

negotiation, I-san identity,

Globalization, localism
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