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Abstract

in online news discourse during the Epidemic
of Coronavirus Disease 2019 by adopting the
framework of Critical Discourse Analysis (van Dijk,
1998, 2009). The data used in this article included
88 online news during March 2020. The result showed
that there f referring terms, verb phrases, modality,
presupposition, and intertextuality. These linguistic
devices have the function of polarization between
us and them. The press emphasizes representing
llegal Thai migrant workers as persons that are at
risk of infection or disease carriers because they are
a problem for the government and cause to create
anxiety for the people in the society. But the fruth
is all people who have traveled from high-risk
countries are also considered to be at risk of
infection. It is not just llegal Thai migrant workers.
This may legitimize the Thai government to deny
more lllegal Thai migrant workers entering to the

country and to
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require these workers who have entered the
country to strictly follow disease control and

prevention measures.

lllegal migrant worker, Representation,
Critical Discourse Analysis,
News discourse, The epidemic of
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