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Abstract

This article aims to study the socio-cultural problems
of Patani Malays in Thai novel which is Rusni (2012) written
by Montri Sriyong, the writer of SEA Write Award in 2007.
This novel aftempts to portray conflicts and violence in the
southemn border provinces which are causing a lot of
problems such as the separatist movement, the Patani Malays
distrust to the government officials, insecurity of Patani Malays
in their daily lives, the different of ethnic lead to hatred,
violations against human rights especially children and
women, the problem of drug outbreak among youth,
the orphan problem, the problems of education and
economic in Patani Malays. Rusniis also one of the 15 novels
that passed the first round of the SEA Write in 2012.
However, to analysis of the problems that appear in the novel,
this article has adopted cultural studies focusing on
the concept of ideology. The analysis found that the ideological
differences of each party are motivating factors that cause
conflicts, violence and social unrest. But we can destroy that
wall which corresponds to the purpose of Montri Sriyong to
write this novel by emphasis on the coexistence of diversity.
Therefore, it can not be denied that literature plays
an important role as a mirror that reflects social images and
it is also an area of political and social science.

Patani Malays, cultural studies, ideology.

Keywords:
literature.
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It is a matter of facts that the Malay Muslim place strong
emphasis on ethic aspect of their adherence to the religion
of Islam. The Malay Muslim of the South give primacy fo
their ethnic identity and view their life experience from
within the context of the local practice of Islam thus the
ritual, mythic/narrative, experiential/emotional, ethical and
legal, social, material and political aspect of life are
interpreted and perceived through the lenses of ethnic
identity. Here ethnicity and religion are intermixed with
each other, with religion being perceived in ethnic

perspective.
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“the failed and contradictory policies implemented
during the government of former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra. While the government established the National
Reconciliation Commission (NRC) in March 2005 to foster
peace and reconciliation in the southern provinces,
it shortly, in July 2005, declared the state of emergency in
order to place the absolute decision power in the hands

of the military”.
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