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Abstract

The development and test of nuclear weapons in North
Korea has long been a stressful situation for South Korea and
other international countries, especially the United States of
America owing fo its growing capability. This study, therefore,
aimed to examine 1) nuclear weapon development in North
Korea timelines, 2) strategies of South Korean government
and intemnational community toward the development in
different periods, and 3) factors influencing the determination
of North Korea in developing nuclear weapons.

The study discovered that, from the first to the fifth
nuclear weapon crisis, negotiation and discussion for an
agreement on nuclear were the strategies used by both
North Korea and international community in solving nuclear
problems. In Roh Tae-woo’ s govemnment, two primary
strategies used were negotiation and an agreement on the
convention between North and South Korea, while under
the rule of Kim Young-sam, a conference was held for the
negotiation between the United States of America and North
Korea. The government of Kim Dae-jung put the emphasis
on strengthening a good relationship between the two
nations via trading and financial assistance in developing
North Korea. In the period of Roh Moo-hyun, compromise
negotiation was employed to build reliobility between

the two countries as evidenced in the 6-party talk. In contrast,
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the government of President Myeongbak used tit for tat
policy as their harsh strategy. So did the govemnment of
Park Geun-hye.

No matter what policies South Korea and intemational
community used, North Korea insisted in developing nuclear
weapons owing to their fear of the world's superpower
country like the United States of America and any former
communist countries which had diplomatic relations with

South Korea.

Strategy. South Korea’s government,
Keywords: | the International community, nuclear

weapons, North Korea
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