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Abstract

In this thesis, the researcher studies cultural dimensions
through “cloth” in the novel series Pha by Pongsakorn by
reference to the following two objectives: 1) to study the
cultural dimension through “cloth” in the novel series Pha
by Pongsakorn; and 2) to analyze differences and similarities
in the cultural dimension through “cloth” in the novel series
under study.

The researcher studied five stories in the novel series
Pha by Pongsakorn. The qualitative research method was
used and findings were presented in a descriptive manner.

Findings are as follows:

In the novel series Pha, Pongsakorn has revealed the
cultural dimension by presenting similarities and differences
between individuals as individuals and as individuals in
groups. The expression of these similarities and differences
were presented through a material medium (cloth) in six
aspects: 1) cultural dimension through cloth in the aspect
of history and ethnicity; 2) the class dimension of cloth
identifying the status of wearers; 3) the dimension of belief
in cloth as a medium of culture materials; 4) the time
dimension of cloth in the area of cultural remembrance;
5) cloth as cultural dimension in the culture of marriage and
the status of brides and grooms; and 6) the value dimension
of cloth as expressive of the culture of origin in contradistinction

to Western culture.
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The researcher found that all six aspects of the cultural
dimension were both concrete and abstract. Cloth patterns
are a complex cultural output and are symbolic materials
women use in expressing stories or conveying social meaning.
This is the significance of cloth patterns. Besides its beauty,
in terms of beliefs, it is symbolic of the spirits of wearers or
owners of clothes. Therefore, cloth is a medium of material
culture in the moderm world with a value dimension expressive
of signs or meaning greater than simple fraditional values.
Changes in cultural dimension through cloth can change in
accordance with values and the streams of effects stemming
from globalization. This results in cloth being changed so as
to be products of value leading to a way to creating income

to support weavers’ lifeways.

the multi-cultural dimension, the cloth,
Keywords: | o materialistic cultural, “the cloth” of series

novel.
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