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Abstract

As two Buddhist-majority nations sharing a long, common border, Thailand and Myanmar will serve as twin pillars for peace and stability in mainland Southeast Asia in the future. Thailand Myanmar relations refers to the current and historical relationsbetween Myanmar (also known as Burma) and Thailand. Myanmar has an embassy in Bangkok. Thailand has an embassy in Yangon. Relations between Burma and Thailandfocus mainly on economic integration and trade. The purpose of this study was to investigate the Thai Myanmar friendship and trust in the 21st century. The study which aimed at identifying the Thai Myanmar friendship and trust consisted of in-depth interviews with 34 teachers from History departments of selected universities in Myanmar. Data gathered from in-depth interviews were analyzed utilizing content analysis. Some common themes that emerged from the qualitative data include (a) ethnic minorities on the border, (b) the presence of Myanmar troops along the Thai-Burmese border, (c) illegal fishing in the exclusive economic zones, (d) illegal logging, (e) illegal migrants, and (f) the flow of illegal drugs. Theoretical and practical implications of the study are discussed. According to the data, it has been found that for the first time since Myanmar regained its independence, its bilateral ties with Thailand have achieved aunique level of normalcy. As members of ASEAN and several sub-regional organizations, bilateral and collective co-operation in all areas will be further strengthened. With the expansion of cross-border connectivity that links up with regional networks, including the East-West corridor, Myanmar’s economic growth and integration with the region has been accelerate. Thus, it can be concluded that asThai Myanmar relations become more dynamic, they have become mainland Southeast Asia’s most important strategic partners in ASEAN and beyond.
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Introduction

The warming of the Thai Myanmar relationship since 2012 has enabled obviouscollaboration. The Former President U Thein Sein made clear when he took the reins of government back in March 2011 that one of his priorities was the country’s unity (Sophal, 2020). Since the era of General Ne Win, Myanmar has never had a spotof trust in its neighbor, believing that Thai authorities had constantly tried to undermine Myanmar’s central government due to the presence of sizeable ethnic minorities living along the Thai-Myanmar border (Thai embassy in Burma Archived, 2011). What transpired between the two countries were mainly cross-border economic transactions, dealing with the mining of precious minerals and logging — some in disputed areas controlled by armed ethnic groups in exchange for Thailand’s security co-operation along the Thai Myanmar border. This pattern of engagement has been going on for decades and strengthened after the burden of international sanctions against Myanmar in 1992 (DVB, 2009). Given that the Thai-Burmese border runs for 2,400 kilometers, people living on both sides of theborder have been trading and crossing the frontiers for centuries. Ten provinces that share the border with Burma are Mae Hong Son, Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, Tak, Kanchanburi, Ratchaburi, Petchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Chumpon and Ranong (Kyodo News International, 2001). 
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Figure 1: Map of Thai Myanmar borders showing the study areas

The long stretch of mountains and hills dividing Thailand and Burma has served as a natural separation line and has been anengagement for peoples of both countries to exchange products and other necessities. Even villagers come across with their homegrown produce or hand-sewn items. Most of the trade is conducted without any government sanction, except at key trading posts accessible by roads and to tourists such as those in Mae Hong Song, Tak and Chiang Rai provinces. Thai-Burma border trade has a long history, but real regulated border trade occurred right after Burma’s independence in 1948. Border trade continued unabated between 1948 and 1962 while Burma was moving steadily towards socialism. The amount of trade was marginal due to the similar structure and level of economic development. Major items that were heavily traded included rice, timber, and other agricultural products. Burma turned socialist and remained so for the next 26 years. All business enterprises were nationalized. Thai-Burmese ties between 1962 and 1987 reached their lowest ebb partly as mistrust grew. However, the black market along the border proliferated and, ironically, increased people-to-people contact for commercial purposes. The border checkpoint at Mae Sot, Tak Province, has always been a key trading post. Currently, the huge demand for consumer goods encouraged running across the border. Thailand was the major exporter of goods to Burma. 

Objectives of the Study

This study aims at contributing to the literature of Thai Myanmar friendship and trust in the 21st Century by examining the individual and organizational factors motivating or inhibiting teacher professional development. The research questions of this study are the following:

(i) What are the various issues of Thai Myanmar relations overcome by the two governments?

(ii) Whichefforts to settle these problems have been attempted by understanding and implementation mechanisms?

Research Methodology

In this research, the judgment of experience towards Thai Myanmar friendship and trust in the 21st Century is approached systematically through the method of thematic analysis as outlined by Braun and Clarke (2006). In doing so, a thematic analysis can either proceed deductively by identifying themes according to a particular theoretical framework that the analyst is concerned with, or it can proceed inductively by identifying themes that are evidently observed across a data range (Braun & Clark, 2006). While the present research is concerned broadly with the Thai Myanmar friendship and trust in the 21st Century, it proceeds inductively in order to focuson these experiences.Thematic analysis helps researchers understand the aspects of a phenomenon in which those aspects of a phenomenon may be connected. 
Results

Thailand shares land borders with four countries — Laos, Cambodia, Malaysia, and Myanmar — but the Thai Myanmar segment is the longest, at 2,400 kilometers, and the most problematic, because most of the boundary has yet to be demarcated due to mutual negligence since 1962. With improved bilateral ties, both countries have been able to meet and set priorities over a series of meetings at national and provincial levels. Key issues related to border management, human-resource development, anti-drug and human smuggling, repatriation of displaced persons and workers have been identified as the top priorities.Moreover, this research tries to explore the diplomacy between the two countries which is the art and science of maintaining peaceful relationships between nations, groups, or individuals. Often, diplomacy refers to representatives of different groups discussing such issues as conflict, trade, the environment, technology, or maintaining security.
Key Issues

Various issues of Thai Myanmar relations have overwhelmed by the two governments. Efforts to settle these problems have been attempted by understanding and implementation mechanisms.

Table1: Key issues of Thai Myanmar relations
	SN
	Various issues of Thai Myanmar relations
	Period
	Major Cause

	1
	Ethnic minorities on the border
	1980
	Burmese leaders and officials remained skeptical and alleged that Thailand secretly supported the Karen rebels against Rangoon. They said that Thailand continued to provide shelter and sanctuary to fleeing leaders of various minority groups, offering logistics, and selling illegal arms to minority groups.

	2
	Border Troops
	1991
	The presence of Burmese troops and artillery along the Thai-Burmese border is a major concern for Thailand.

	3
	Illegal fishing within EEZ
	2016
	Thai illegal fishing within the Burmese maritime boundary continues unabated. Due to depletion of Thai marine resources, Thai fishing trawlers, the fourth-largest fleet in the world, continue to fish in troubled waters inside Burmese territorial waters, knowing they could be arrested and prosecuted.

	4
	Illegal logging
	1995
	Thais are doing illegal logging inside Burma, especially in areas controlled by the minorities.

	5
	Illegal migrants
	2021
	The fifth key issue is the presence of illegal Burmese workers and migrants

	6
	The Flow of illegal drugs 
	2000
	The final major problem is the flow of illegal drugs into Thailand from Burma


People living on both sides of the border between Thailand and Myanmar have been trading and crossing the border for centuries. The ten provinces of Thailand that share the border with Myanmar are Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, Mae Hong Son, Tak, Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi, Petchaburi, Prachuab Khiri Khan, Chumpon, and Ranong. Thai Myanmar border trade has a long history. Since Myanmar was released from the British in early 1948, Thai Myanmar border trade has been influenced by the presence of various ethnic minorities, namely the Karen, Karenni, Mon, Shan, and Kachin. These minorities formerly had the freedom to collect taxes and other service charges without any interference from the central government. But since the late 1990s, the Myanmar government troops have attacked the minorities and tried to take over and control the border trade. Trade volume between Thailand and Myanmar has been increasing over the decades. According to a report by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 2010, Thailand is Myanmar’s first trade partner, accounting for 30% of the latter's total trade with the world. The report, however, was based on official trade data and thus did not reflect the heavy presence of Thailand/Myanmar smuggling.
Efforts to Settle the Problems by Two Countries

Every nation has its strong and weak points. Some nations have a strong infrastructure and finances while others are gifted with natural resources. A good diplomatic relation with nations helps each nation to progress and grow. After nearly a decade of consultation, on Aug. 11, 2014, Thailand and Myanmar agreed to waive visas for their citizens travelling by airas an effort to settle the problems by two countries. Early 2014, Myanmar also waived visas for the Philippines, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos. This was prompted by Myanmar’s desire to promote tourism, which has brought in huge foreign exchange income since 2011. This visa-free arrangement is another clear barometer of the new confidence in their relations between the two countries. Moreover, Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia are planning their own Mini-Schengen visa to encourage tourism to their countries.The following table shows the efforts on various issues of Thai Myanmar relations to settle the problems by two countries.
Table 2: Efforts to settle the problems by two countries
	SN
	Various issues of Thai Myanmar relations
	Efforts to Settle the Problems

	1
	Ethnic minorities on the border
	In 1980, the Thai government under Prime Minister Gen. Perm Tinsulanonda made it clear to Burma that Thailand did not have a policy of supporting Burmese minorities along the Thai-Burmese border. The subsequent governments have continued to reiterate this position at the outset of their administration. 

	2
	Border Troops
	Currently, Thailand has to spend close to Thai baht5 million a day to secure the border.

	3
	Illegal fishing within EEZ
	Burma issues two kinds of license, one from the government and the other from the province involved. Fishing trawlers continue to buy concessional tickets from the local governments, which can be bought and withdrawn at will by the Burmese authorities when an incident irks the Burmese junta.

	4
	Illegal logging
	Burma prohibited logging inside its territory in January 1995 but allowed a few timber companies to operate.

	5
	Illegal migrants
	Currently over 100,000 refugees are seeking safety inside Thai territory, along with 47,000 displaced persons of various ethnic backgrounds,110,000 illegal immigrants, about 3,000 Burmese students in exile.

	6
	The Flow of illegal drugs 
	On 24 June 2000, the Thai army sounded a warning of a huge increase in the production and trafficking of drugs in Burma. The army blamed the Burmese junta leaders, who moved tens of thousands of people into border areas as part of a mass relocation program.


According to the data, both countries understand that it is important to cooperate with each other and steadily accumulate working relationships in accordance with the principles mentioned in their joint communique in order to build truly stable and lasting relations of trust.Now, the Thai perception of Burma has been transformed, not only among civilians but among the military as well. They also sympathize with the situation in that country and the plight of the Burmese people. Good diplomatic relations with other countries are the key to prosperity of each nation. 
Results
A shared border is the most important factor that determines the relation between nations. Having a land border is a gamble. A land border is the most important factor determining relation between two countries. If two countries have good trade relations than it automatically translates to good diplomatic relations. Both Myanmar and Thailand realized that they should promote trade among two countries which lead to peace.
Ethnic Minorities on the Border

The first major issue is the presence of ethnic minorities along the Thai-Burmese border. The Burmese minorities, especially the Karen, Mon and Khaya, living along the border, have vowed to fight for autonomy although the Burmese regime has been trying to co-opt them. Rangoon has been quitesuccessful in negotiating a cease-fire with at least 15 minority groups (Trichot, P. 1999).In 1980, the Thai government under Prime Minister Gen. Perm Tinsulanonda made it clear to Burma that Thailand did not have a policy of supporting Burmese minorities along the Thai-Burmese border.The subsequent governments have continued to reiterate this position at the outset of their administration. However, Burmeseleaders and officials remained skeptical and alleged that Thailand secretly supported the Karen rebels against Rangoon. They said that Thailand continued to provide shelter and sanctuary to fleeing leaders of various minority groups, offering logistics, and selling illegal arms to minority groups. Burma was very concerned with Thailand’s continued provision of a safe shelter to Gen. Bo Mia, who is considered the Burmese junta’s Enemy No. 1. 
The Presence of Myanmar Troops along the Thai-Burmese Border
Second, the presence of Burmese troops and artillery along the Thai-Burmese border is a majorconcern for Thailand. Following the cease-fire agreements with Burmese minorities, the Burmesetroops have moved into the strongholds of these minorities causing tension along the Thai-Burmeseborder. The Thai Government has aided a small number of students in discreet ways.From 1991, the Thai Government increased the financial assistance for it. 
Illegal Fishing in the Exclusive Economic Zones
Third, Thai illegal fishing within the Burmese maritime boundary continues unabated. Due todepletion of Thai marine resources, Thai fishing trawlers, the fourth-largest fleet in the world, continueto fish in troubled waters inside Burmese territorial waters, knowing they could be arrested andprosecuted. Burma issues two kinds of license, one from the government and the other from theprovince involved. Fishing trawlers continue to buy concessional tickets from the local governments,which can be bought and withdrawn at will by the Burmese authorities when an incident irks theBurmese junta.
Illegal Logging

Fourth, Thais are doing illegal logging inside Burma, especially in areas controlled by the minorities.Burma prohibited logging inside its territory in January 1995 but allowed a few timber companies tooperate. But illegal logging continued unabated, especially in areas where Burmese troops are unableto wrest control. Burma has told the Thai government that illegal cutting of timber continues in borderareas along the Shan, Kaya, and Kachin states. The Thai timber companies often use fake documentsto back up timber felling operations.

Illegal Migrants

The fifth key issue is the presence of illegal Burmese workers and migrants. Currently over 100,000refugees are seeking safety inside Thai territory, along with 47,000 displaced persons of various ethnicbackgrounds, 110,000 illegal immigrants, about 3,000 Burmese students in exile and 50,000 illegalimmigrants from other countries.

The Flow of Illegal Drugs 

The final major problem is the flow of illegal drugs into Thailand from Burma. According to Thai intelligence sources cited by the magazine, Britain’s elite Special Air Services are being recruited to train members of the Karen community as agents in the war against drugs inside Wa territory. This is considered as long-term strategy and is aimed at obtaining information and weakening supply routes of both raw and finished tablets. On 24 June 2000, the Thai army sounded a warning of a huge increase in the production and trafficking of drugs in Burma. The army blamed the Burmese junta leaders, who moved tens of thousands of people into border areas as part of a mass relocation program. 
Discussion
Good relations between nations creates cooperation, mutual interest, and friendship. They can help to each other. They can share something to each other and most importantly, they will come together and can become powerful to counter other nation or to create deterrence. 
Regarding the first key issue, as Thailand has been a host to scores of exiles from Burma, it has also become a vibrant hub for Burma’s opposition and capacity building movement. Whilst many exiled activists and organizations have moved at least some operations inside the country after the opening of more space for civil society, numerous groups still operate from the Thailand-Burma border. Due to this, a high percentage of the people of Burma who have been educated in human rights and Burma issues, among other fields of study, live on the Thailand-Burma border (Kasetsiri, 1990). Their knowledge and skills will be invaluable for the future of Burma, especially when building a solid foundation of institutions that will be integral to a functioning civil society based on principles of freedom and justice.
The second key issue states that clashes on the Thailand-Myanmar border between those two countries' armed forces are a growing possibility. Bangkok is now considering direct action against the armed groups in Myanmar responsible for drug trafficking and other cross-border activities considered threatening to Thailand's security. But the Myanmar armed forces are themselves so involved in these activities that confrontation would be difficult to avoid.
As for third key issue, illegal, unregulated, and unreported fishing is a significant and known problem and the governmentis taking steps to reduce this, but enforcement has long been, and continues to be a major gap in the capacity of the country to control the illegal take of fish, in particular. The Myanmar government has taken a number of steps to cut fishing effort and better control catches. Some of these are very recent and their effectiveness has not yet been demonstrated. Moreover, there are significant gaps in the monitoring and reporting of key fishery metrics such as catch and effort such that gauging success or failure may be very challenging.
Illegal logging in the forests of Tak, Mae Hong Son and Kanchanaburi is widespread as an important issue with the timber often being laundered through Burma (Global Witness, 2009). The factories use both Burmese timber and illegally felled Thai timber. Most of Thailand’s legal imports of Burmese timber arrive by sea. The residual cross-border imports consist of finished or semi-finished products, such as furniture, doors, window frames and parquet flooring. This tradeis concentrated in the Thai provinces of Tak and Kanchanaburi. The greatest volume of processed timber enters Tak Province, with Mae Sot, and the surrounding area the principal point of import (Maung Wint, U, 1998).
Moreover, nearly 130,000 people reside as refugees in Thailand, of whom approximately 90 percent are from the bordering country of Myanmar. More than 80 percent of Burmese refugees in Thailand are ethnic Karen (Sawasdiruk, S, 1997). The current refugee population along the ThaiMyanmar border consists mainly of persons belonging to the Karen and Karenni ethnic minorities from Myanmar. They sought refuge in Thailand as a result of the ethnic insurgency and human rights abuses associated with civil conflict. New arrivals were still being reported on a monthly basis in 1999. The refugees were sheltered in camps at the Thai Myanmar border. 
As for the last issue, faced with the huge drug trade problem, Thailand is contemplating various options for both the short and medium term. Any military action across the Thai-Burma border to destroy drug-producing factories or mobile units would definitely have far-reaching ramifications on Thai-Burmese relations and the unity of ASEAN. From a Thai point of view, cooperation from Burma and the Wa is necessary and pivotal to any reduction in the border drugs trade. Thailand has repeatedly urged Burma to assist Bangkok’s antinarcotic’s efforts against the Wa, but all such overtures have failed. Of late, Thailand has viewed Burma’s recalcitrance as a direct threat to Thailand’s security because drugs could be used to destabilize the country. 
Conclusion
To comprehend the nature and complexity of Thai-Burmese relations is to understand the transformation of their friendship over the past 431 years. Before the extensive political reform in Thailand in 1997, Thai-Burmese ties were mainly driven by personal friendship. For instance, the leaders of the armed forces from the two countries met often and resolved conflicts on an ad hoc basis and through gentlemen’s agreements. That helped explain why certain problems could be settled quickly and other problems dragged on. But with reform, the Foreign Ministry took the lead in the formation and execution of Burma policy. After independence, ethnic minorities continued to use the Thai-Burmese border as strongholds to stage wars of attrition against Burma and China. Thai-Burmese border issues fell into a state of disrepair. These circumstances encouraged the minorities to increase their border attacks against the Burmese government (Callahan, 2007). After almost two decades of socialism and dismal economic performance, the Burmese government loosened its grip on the economy. The new leniency immediately stimulated border trade and created a better feeling inside Thailand. Under the premiership of Gen. Prem Tinsulanonda (1979–1988), Thai-Burmese ties improved markedly. The Prem government stated that Thailand sought to befriend all countries, especially those that share a common border. Thailand’s assurance had an immediate effect in encouraging dialogue between the two countries. 
Finally, with the prospects for permanent peace inside Myanmar, the two countries have already discussed how to pave the way for repatriation of the estimated four million Myanmar migrant workers and displaced persons in Thailand. For the first time, long-time Myanmar residents have the opportunity to return to their home country. More than 50,000 Myanmar migrant workers have been registered under the current government’s “One Stop Service” program, with co-operation from Naypyidaw. The registered workers can now go back to Myanmar and return to their jobs without penalty, thanks to improved bilateral relations. Discussions with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees have begun in earnest to repatriate the estimated 120,000 displaced persons, mainly from Karen and Shan minority groups, who have been living in several border camps spread along the Thai Myanmar border.

Thailand respects Myanmar’s national sovereignty and integrity and would never allow any armed minority groups to use Thai territory to undermine its neighbor. Such a timely assurance was much appreciated inside Myanmar. In addition, despite the good rapport at top levels, both countries realized that more consultations and decentralization of decisions are needed at local echelons, especially at the township level. Thai-Burma border trade in the past 12 years has greatly increased and at the same time become more complicated (Boucaud & Boucaud, 2000). Burma had adopted limited economic reform as in other socialist countries and needed foreign capital. It was during this period that Thai Myanmar relations grew, especially trade and concessions related to natural resources such as timber and precious stones. In return, Thailand imported marine products, buffalo, and raw materials to feed the small and medium-sized factories located along the Thai Myanmar border. Finally, Thai and Myanmar can make business together to stimulate each other economy and send military support in the 21st century. Foreign affairs or foreign relations is the relationship between one nation with other nations. All the consequences of trade in foreign policy and decision-making can be considered foreign relations.Foreign relations are important because they are meant to prevent misunderstandings and future conflicts between nations. They strengthen the economy and the common goals between countries, becoming the root of great binding agreements.Foreign relations between these two nations plays a key part in order to achieve peace one day. In conclusion, we should remember that we live in a globalized and technological world where war is simply unacceptable because of the different types of mediators that exist in order to prevent it and come to a mutual agreement.
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