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Abstract

This research article aimed to explore the connotations of masculinity reflected
in primary-level Thai language textbooks for Grades 1-6 through the characteristics of
masculinity in male characters in the textbooks’ main lessons. The research scope was
a series of Thai language textbooks, “Language for Life: Phasa Phathi”, for Grades 1-6
composed by the Office of the Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education,
Thailand. Approaches to literary analysis were conducted to collect the data from 88
lessons in the textbooks and examine related research studies. After that, the data were
analyzed, and the results of the research were reported using descriptive analysis,
followed by a summary and discussion of the results.

According to the results, the Thai language textbooks series for Grades 1-6
displayed masculine characteristics through male characters in three age periods: 1.
masculinity during childhood and youth, which included 1.1) being a leader among
friends, 1.2) being considerate, 1.3) accepting mistakes, and 1.4) expressing forgiveness;
2. masculinity during adulthood, which consisted of 2.1) community leadership, 2.2)
commitment to a career, and 2.3) loyalty to the monarchy; 3. masculinity during old age,
which included 3.1) recognition of the monarchy as a refuge for the Thai people, 3.2)
social contribution, and 3.3) education provision for children and grandchildren.

In terms of the body of knowledge, the connotations of masculinity reflected in
the primary-level Thai language textbooks instilled values and appropriate male
behavior in students, which was in line with the social norms that the government had

created and promoted through Thai language for Grades 1-6.

Keywords: Masculinity connotations, Thai language textbooks, Primary-level
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