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Abstract

This Article aimed to study the conceptual metaphor of word “(the) aged”
in Thai. This research is qualitative research. The data were 203 texts containing the
word “(the) aged” in Thai National Corpus by simple random and focus group interview.
Analysis data by descriptive statistics and content analysis.
The research results were found as follows;

1) There are 36 conceptual metaphor of the word “the aged” in Thai including
(1) DETERIORATION (physical-emotional) (2) LIFE CRITERIA (3) UNDESIRABLE CONDITION
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(4) A BURDEN (5) A PHILOSOPHER (6) LEADER (7) A PERSON CLOSE TO DEATH (8)
WEAKLING (9) NATURAL PHENOMENON (10) DESTINATION (11) A PATIENT (12) LAGGING
(13) OBSOLESCENCE (14) A NAIVE PERSON (15) SILENCE (16) A CHILD (17) A TRAVELLER
(18) A SCARY THING (19) A DHARMA PRACTITIONER (20) A SERVITUDE (21) A SENSITIVE
PERSON (22) FOOD (23) A PET (24) A POSITION (25) AN OPPONENT (26) TIME
(27) A FARMER (28) MODESTY (29) A LIFE SPENDER (30) BEAUTY (31) AN ADHERENT (32)
THE SKY (33) DISEASE (34) A PITYFUL PERSON (35) AN INFERIOR (36) A ROCKING DOLL
respectively. The results of the study could be used to make the understanding among
Thai people and promote the benefit to them in order to have positive attitude toward
the elderly as a philosopher or leader in the community and promote them as a part of

social development mechanism.
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