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Abstract

This research aims to: 1) study the role of the elderly in participating in local policies on
improving the quality of life in the Samet Tai Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Samet Tai
Subdistrict, Bang Kla District, Chachoengsao Province, and 2) examine the problems and obstacles faced
by the elderly in participating in local policies on improving the quality of life in the Samet Tai
Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Samet Tai Subdistrict, Bang Kla District, Chachoengsao Province.
The research utilized documentary research and in-depth interviews with 12 key informants, including
personnel from the Samet Tai Subdistrict Administrative Organization, community leaders, and the
elderly. It was found that:

1.The elderly play a role in participating in local policies on improving the quality of life. It was
found that the elderly are involved in activities related to promoting the quality of life, including 1) the
“Kaen Samet Tai” school for the elderly, 2) a training and study visit project for elderly care volunteers
(VDO), 3) a project to develop the potential of the elderly in Samet Tai Subdistrict, 4) the Elderly Club,
5) a training project for massage and foot baths with herbs (Fiscal Year 2022), 6) the Kaen Samet Tai
project, good mood, happy life (2023), and 7) the Samet Tai Kindness Mutual Fund, with the elderly
serving as the steering committee.

2. The elderly face problems and obstacles in participating in local policies on improving the
quality of life. These include: 1) factors related to the hidden population, where the elderly are not in
the area receiving services but are still registered in the house registration in the Samet Tai Subdistrict
Administrative Organization area, 2) the readiness in terms of the status of the elderly who can help
themselves, with sufficient assets and not relying on aid agencies, 3) the mental state of being
emotionally tied to their place of residence, 4) the readiness of service-providing locations, which may
have limitations in service sufficiency or in organizing continuous activities, and 5) travel issues, where
some elderly individuals need their children or grandchildren to drop them off, affecting their

participation in various project activities.

Keywords: The Elderly, Participation, Local Policy
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