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Abstract

The thesis titled “Puranathanyaka: Deciphering the Meaning from the Carvings of Phanom Rung
Stone Castle Towards the Creation of Contemporary Thai Dance” is a qualitative research study.
The objectives are: 1) To study the carvings of the “Purana Thanyaka Ceremony” at the main castle
gate porch of Phanom Rung Stone Castle in Chaloem Phra Kiat District, Buriram Province, and
2) To create contemporary Thai dance based on the study of the etched images of the “Purana
Thanyaka Ceremony” at Phanom Rung Stone Castle in Chaloem Phra Kiat District, Buriram Province. The
study involves examining relevant documents, related research, and field data collected through
observation and interviews. The tools used to collect data include observation forms and interviews
with knowledgeable individuals, practitioners, and the general public. The research results are
presented by summarizing and discussing the findings both descriptively and analytically.

The research results reveal that the main image of the Puranathanyaka ceremony, or the
“auspicious grain sowing ceremony,” is a sacred ritual and historical evidence reflecting the beliefs,
traditions, and way of life of people during the Ancient Khmer cultural era. This ceremony serves as a
model for the belief in ensuring abundance at the beginning of the farming season, transcending various
eras. The study led to the creation of contemporary Thai dance that expresses its cultural roots while
reflecting the present. This dance is developed by deciphering and interpreting the meanings from the
original images, imitations, and pictorial elements, using a theory of creation in 10 steps. These steps
are divided into three periods of expression: 1) Mantravanamrung, 2) Sattha, and 3) Puranathanyaka.
These periods reflect the concept of utilizing historical evidence to create and combine the science of
dance, thereby generating cultural capital that represents a local identity. This initiative links tourism to
historical sites, boosts the local economy, and preserves the heritage, wisdom, culture, and beliefs
foundational to the First Na Kwan Ceremony. This, in turn, fosters continuity within the social commu-

nity and the nation.

Keywords: Puranathanyaka, deciphering the meaning, etchings of Prasat Hin Phanom Rung,

creation of contemporary Thai dance
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