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Abstract

This research article aims to explain alternative education in the case of Meechai Phatthana
School using qualitative research. The objective is to study the teaching and learning process at Meechai
Phatthana School, which is linked to the community and the community development. It collected
field data through in-depth interviews with 15 key informants. The conditions stipulated that the infor-
mant must be a person who knows the operating procedures of Meechai Phatthana School and must
be a participant working with the school.

The research results found that Meechai Phatthana School is an alternative school that aims to
create social change along with teaching in a blended format by means of the state’s core curriculum
and the courses to enhance students’ life and career skills in three subjects: agriculture, social
entrepreneur, and rural development.

Currently, the curriculum has been applied to the development of communities around the school
through the project “Creating food and income security for the elderly by working with students and
youth.” focusing on food and income security for the elderly, Meechai Phatthana School students have
utilized the school’s ideas and innovations to address the income problem of the elderly by farming
and growing vegetables in baskets. Following the concept of agriculture that requires less water,
occupies minimal space, demands little effort, and yields quick results. Such a project can enable
people in the community to have additional careers and income by participating in the project. It can
be said that Meechai Phatthana School is able to create a sustainable community development

approach based on community participation.
Keywords: Community development, alternative education, Participation
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