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Abstract

This study presented the lessons learned from Likay Korat, a folk performing arts tradition in
Nong Rawiang Subdistrict, Mueang District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. The purpose was to understand
the historical background of the Likay Korat shows and identify strategies for preserving and inheriting
this unique folk art form in the local community. The research was conducted through document
analysis and in-depth interviews with senior local artists and stakeholders. The data collection instru-
ment used was a structured Interview Form, which was presented in the form of a descriptive essay.
The research findings were as follows: (1) Likay Korat performances in Nong Rawiang Subdistrict
originated from the migration of Li-kay actors from southern regions who settled in the area. With the
presence of a Pi Phat band in Nong Rawiang Subdistrict, a merger took place, resulting in the establish-
ment of the “Deanualthongsilp” Li-kay troupe, named after its two co-founders’ surnames. The Dean-
ualthongsilp Li-kay troupe gained significant popularity during that time, and subsequent generations
continued to develop as Likay Korat artists. This development also led to the emergence of multiple
troupes. The performance style initially started with simplicity and evolved over time, incorporating
elements such as preludes, outings, performance venues, costumes, dance movements, singing, and
the inclusion of a pipe band. The performances were based on literary, narrative, or fictional stories,
with a “storyteller” providing content and details akin to a performance director. (2) Recommmendations
for preserving and inheriting knowledge and applying it to local community development included
organizing activities to promote and raise awareness of Likay Korat performing arts, emphasizing their
cultural significance. Furthermore, it was proposed to establish awards that honored outstanding con-
tributions to Likay Korat, recognizing and celebrating the artists as role models for future generations.
Additionally, the integration of Korat Likay Performing Arts into the local education system in Nong
Rawiang Subdistrict was deemed crucial. This could be achieved through the incorporation of Likay
Korat in the curriculum of model schools or by conducting workshops and training programs aimed at
transferring knowledge to preserve and promote this distinctive local performing art form to the next

generation while maintaining its identity.
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